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had become unfit for practical life, well might patriots
and friends of liberty feel a righteous indignation against
philosophy, whilst some of them went the length of
utterly condemning it as a vain and profitless pursuit of
shadows.
We shall not commit the folly of seriously confutiug
these malcontents, German philosophy is an important
fact; it concerns the whole human race, and only our
latest descendants will be in a position to decide
whether we are to be praised or blamed for having
first worked out our philosophy and afterwards our
revolution. It seems to me that a methodical people,
such as we are, must begin with the reformation, must
then occupy itself with systems of philosophy, and
that only after their completion could it pass to the
political revolution. I find this sequence quite rational. The
heads that have first served for the speculations of philo-
sophy can afterwards be struck off by the revolution;
but philosophy would not have been able to utilise the
heads struck off by a revolution that preceded it. Give
yourselves no anxiety however, you German Republicans;
the German revolution will not prove any milder or
gentler because it was preceded by the philosophy of
Kant, of Fichte, or even by the Philosophy of Nature.
IJ^e doctrines served to develop revolutionary forces
that only await their time to break forth and to fill the
world with terror and with admiration. Then will
appear Kantians as little tolerant of piety in the world
of deeds as in the world of ideas, who will mercilessly